Prevention is key!!!


It is always important to have your animal examined annually by a veterinarian for preventative care.  Below are some of the routine services that we provide to ensure the best possible care for your pet.

Vaccinations:

For your dog/puppy we vaccinate against:
· Distemper virus, a.k.a. hardpad disease – a serious disease that causes a fever, drop in white blood cells, GI and respiratory problems and frequently leads to pneumonia and neurological behavior.
· Adenovirus 2 – contagious disease that causes tracheobronchitis and this vaccine also provides protection against adenovirus 1 that causes hepatitis (liver disease)
· Parvovirus – a virus that is spread by direct contact or via feces and usually presents as gastroenteritis in puppies.  Clinical signs include vomiting and bloody diarrhea and mortality is usually high.
· Para influenza – virus that causes flu-like symptoms.
· Leptosporosis – a zoonotic (humans can get it too!!) bacteria that usually targets the liver but can also cause kidney failure, infertility, abortion, and death.
· Bordetella a.k.a. kennel cough - a bacteria that is easily transmitted from dog to dog and causes minimal to severe respiratory problems.  This is the reason why all dogs get vaccinated prior to boarding.
For your cat/kitten we vaccinate against:

· Viral Rhinotracheitis and calicivirus – considered part of the feline respiratory disease complex that causes upper resp infection, eye inflammation and tearing, salivation and oral ulcerations. 
· Panleukopenia – life threatening virus that causes fever, vomiting, diarrhea and usually death without warning.
· Feline Leukemia – a virus that causes a wide range of disorders from anemia to cancer.  
For both dogs and cats:

· Rabies – a deadly disease that is easily preventable by vaccination.  Once bitten by a rabid animal, pets may display violent behavior, salivation, or neurological behavior.  Humans can get rabies too so stay away from any suspicious animals and call animal control immediately!!!
Don’t forget that these vaccines are very effective and one of the simplest preventative measures that you can take for your pet – this cannot be emphasized enough!!!!!
Parasites:

Puppies and kittens are routinely dewormed due to the parasite load (round worms) almost always present in their GI system.  Adult animals can still pick up intestinal worms so a fecal exam is an important part of an annual examination.  Below are reasons why it is vital to have your pets dewormed and checked on a regular basis.
Roundworms:   worms from a contaminated environment that cause vomiting and diarrhea, and can lead to further serious problems.  Can also infect humans and cause serious lung or eye complications.
Hookworms:   worms that also are picked up from a contaminated environment which cause vomiting and diarrhea but also can lead to severe anemia.  This worm can also infect humans!!!
Whipworms:  worms from a contaminated environment that cause weight loss and diarrhea.
Tapeworms:  worms that are picked up by eating fleas or infected rodents and may cause unthriftiness or other problems.
Tips to control parasites:  practicing good personal hygiene, annual examination and parasite treatments, pets should only be fed cooked or prepared food, minimizing exposure of children to potentially contaminated environments, and cleaning up pet feces to reduce contamination of environment.
Heartworms are life threatening to dog (and to cats) especially in Florida (with all of the mosquitoes!!!).   It is a parasite that migrates to the heart as it matures; it causes coughing, difficulty breathing, and severe heart problems – even death if left untreated.  A simple test can show if your pet has this disease and treatment options are available.  Prevention of this terrible disease is simple and extremely effective with topical or oral heartworm medications, so please treat your animals year round.
Dental Exams:  A very important part of your pet’s annual examination.  Without proper care, over time your pet can develop serious teeth and gum problems that usually require teeth extraction and also cause serious health problems.  There are ways to keep your animals risk to a minimum and also keep the bad breath under control!!  Please ask us about these ways and we would be happy to find a solution that works for you.
Tips to keep your pet out of the emergency room:  
Aside from the obvious cleaning products, rodenticides and insecticides, here is a list of poisons that will harm your pet:
· Ethylene glycol 
· Bread dough

· Macadamia Nuts

· Raisins/Grapes

· Tomatoes

· Easter lilies (cats)

· Avocados

· Chocolate

· If your dog loves to eat everything, make sure that toys and other objects are put away to avoid emergency surgery.
· Cats love string but if swallowed, it can cause act like a knife in the intestines!  So just stick with toy mice.

Indications that your pet needs to be seen (or at least consult a veterinarian):
· Your pet has eaten anything from the list stated above

· Your pet has been vomiting and/or diarrhea
· Your pet is not eaten and/or drinking

· Your pet has not urinated (especially cats!!!) 

· Your dog has a swollen abdomen 

· Your pet is acting neurological or has developed a strange behavior

· Your pet has been bitten or been in a fight
PET INSURANCE
If your pet does have an emergency and must be seen by a veterinarian, cost is usually an issue and can keep an animal from having life-saving operations/treatments.  To prevent such a terrible decision from being made, Pet Insurance is great option.  We recommend an insurance company that provides a wide range of plans specifically designed for your budget and pet’s needs (especially if your pet likes to get into trouble).  Please visit this website for more information:

PETINSURANCE.COM or call 1-866-838-7387
Or speak with us and we would be more that happy to consult with you and the insurance company to find a plan that best fits your loved one.
